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The oppositionto the emancipation of the | 
human race from the bondage of their numer- | 


ous masters, will be long and obstinate. There 
are so many notions abroad; so many vague 
and inconsistent theories are proclaimed by 
the learned, and enforced by thosé who claim 
- the direction of the publick mind, upheld by 
those in authority, and eagerly embraced by 


the multitude ; the simple dictates of reason— | 
the plain injunctions of morality, are so readi- | 


ly consigned to forgetfulness, that he who 
comes forward with a plain and rational 
scheme, is in danger of being doomed to suf- 
fer the contempt of the ignorant, and the per- 
secution of the designing. 

The experiment has been fairly tried: to 
the advocates. of a blind and unnatural reli 
gion, and to the adherents of a cruel and 
despotick policy, every indulgence has been 
granted; we have listened with the most pro- 
found attention; we have believed with the 
most yielding credulity, and obeyed with the 
most persevering enthusiasm. The popular 
instructors, from their first existence, have 
contended earnestly for ‘* the faith’ —extolled 
the purity of their principles, and the wonder- 
ful efficacy of their instructions in making 
society virtuous and man universally happy. 
Alas! discord has marked their proceedings, 
confusion their preaching ; and notwithstand- 
ing man was totally depraved at first, he has 
been growing worse ever since ! 

The circumstances of the age call aloud for 
reform. There has been so much tinsel; so 
many pretences have been made; so much 
noise about religion and divine communica- 
tions has been heard; that men, whose minds 
have been enlightened by science—whose 
hearts are warmed by philanthropy, and whose 
bosoms bleed with compassion for the human 
race, have turned with disgust. from every 
thing bearing such a recommendation, and 
sought in nature alone, a remedy for infatua- 
ted man. They may have gone-too far; but 
every truly enlightened mind will reject with 


disdain every notion that contradicts the great . 


principles Of universal existence, or sper- 


| 


| cedes the necessity of studying them. I am 
{ no enemy to religion ; but I would listen with 
| attention, and examine with the most vigilant 
' caution ;—whatever is not conducive to our 
| happiness while here, I reject as unworthy 
our attention. Happy would it be for all men, 
if they would come to this conclusion. But 
the obstacles to be surmounted in coming. to 
| this are many. They rise like mountains, and 
| we tremble as we survey the broadness of 
| their base and the sablimity of their tops.— 
The errours of antiquity are so numerous and 
so tenaciously embraced, that no wonder timo- 
| rous souls are despondent. No improvement 
can be effected while men retain their venera- 
tion for institutions merely because they are 
ancient; nor until many, who now labour with 
| the most persevering assiduity to perpetuate 
| such veneration, shall cease from their perni- 
| cious task, and turn their attention to ascertain 
| what is beneficial to man in his social and 
| individual capacity. But the struggle to ac- 
| complish this, will be long and arduous.—— 
| Princes who hold their power on the precari- 
| ous tenure of artificial distinctions in the 
| human family, will be unwiliing to enlighten 
i their subjects. Truth is dreaded by them, 
| for they well know the right, by which they 
govern, has no existence in the nature of 
things. Should people learn, the God of the 
Universe made all men originally eq29), privi- 
leged classes would lose their prerogatives, 
and be reduced to a level with the rest of 
mankind. Kings would then depend on the 
suffrages of their subjects for their election.— 
This, the crowned heads of the earth well 
know. Hence it was, they saw with conster- 
nation the independence of this country. and 
armed their united forces against republican 
France. It is the apprehension that truth 
may enter the dark recesses of their deluded, 
degraded subjects, that binds together the 
“Holy Alliance” of Europe} and it is this 
that drives them to extinguish every ray of 
liberty that might for a moment illume the 
darkness of despotism ! 

Kings and potentates will, from a regard to 
their. own interests, oppose any innovation 
upon the old order of things. Their power is 
founded in ignorance, supported by arbitrary 
and unnecessary distinctions, and has no re- 
commendation : but its hoary age. Conse- 
quently they have nothing so much to fear as 
aspiritof inquiry, and ¢lose jnvestigation..— 
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Such a spirit would undermine the thrones on 
which they are seated, and trample in the dust 
every vestige of their tyranny! They will, it 
must be expected, use every exertion in their 
power to prevent any alteration in the condi- 
tion of their people. 

Our religions education, and the nature of 
our ecclesiastical institutions, are much more 

werful obstacles in the march of improve- 
ments. These form an impediment much 
tnore difficult to remove, because supported 
by more stubborn, more numerous, and more 
complicated prejadices. It is here too, where 
reformation is most needed. Whoever has 
turned over the historick page and traced man 
through his religious career, has wandered 
ih the midst of crime, through scenes the most 
foul and horrible that fancy can paint. Man, 
thotigh doomed to suffer from the physical 
circumstances of his condition—though he is 
a child of sickness and distress—a prey to 
every calamity—affected by every change in 
this ever changing state, may forget the 
whoie, in the magnitude and numberless varie- 
ty of the evils he has heaped upon him by his 
pretended spiritual assistants ! 

From time immemorial men have formed 
themselves into religious associations ; and un- 
der the pretence of superiour sanctity, of more 
successfully promoting their own and their 
brethren’s welfare, have presumed to dictate 
to the world what it must believe, and what 
ceremonies it must observe. ‘T'o over awe the 
mind and make it submissive to what all the 
better feelings of the heart oppose, inspiration 
has been pretended, and the voice of the Al- 

ighty has been made to sanction errours too 
absard to be believed on less authority. The 
venders of this inspiration have usurped an 
undue ascendency over the lives and con- 
sciences Of men, as degrading to those who 
obey as it is profitiable to those who rule. 

Particular churches have been established, 
and the priest has promised heaven to all who 
unite, and denounced the most horrid doom 
upon all who refuse. A creed was drawn up 
for the church; the more unintelligible the 
better, because the aid of the priest in its 
explication becomes thus the more necessary ; 
a system of external duties is enjoined, -the 
more absurd, or the farther removed from 
common utility the better, for its observance 
thus more clearly draws the line of distinction 
between those who belong to the church, and 
those denominated the world. All that is 
required to maintain the purity of one’s char- 
acter, is to believe this unintelligible creed, 
and damn all who doubt it; to perform the 
external duties enjoined, which usually consist 
jn assembling together, making @ few grima- 
ces'and genuflexions, repeating over, parrdt 
like, a few unmeaning words, in doing 
mance, supporting the church, and treating 

‘With infinite contempt or extreme cruelty afi 


who pay less reverence to such pious indispen- 
bles. This maintains one’s claim to holiness, 
opens to him the doors of the church here, 
and of heaven hereafter—gives him a passport 
to regions of glory, and entitles him to endless 
beatitude in the mansions of felicity. 

A class of men have been produced—fana- 
ticks, who have laboured with a zeal and per- 
severance worthy a better cause, which, had 
they been properly directed, wod!d have done 
honour to themselves, and been of the high- 
est utility to man. But alas! their zeal was 
not according to knowledge. They have been 
deceived by an unreal form—they have con- 
tended for a phantom—overlooked the great 
duties of justice and humanity—encouraged a 
blind worship, for they knew not whet—tole- 
rated a bigoted, superstitious religion equally 
derogatory from God, and unprofitable to 
man. 

Antiquity is replete with instruction. So 
many valuable lessons are taught by her exam- 
ples that we should frequently recur to her 
sacred archives. The farther our retrospec- 
tion runs, the more have we to deplore—more 
prevalent and more absurd is the superstition. 
Implicit reliance on the priest, augur, sooth- 
sayer, sybil, or whatever name designated their 
character, comprised nearly the whole of 
man’s moral and religious duties. The priests 
were mere tools of state ; whatever they taught 
was designed to promote the interest of their 
masters, or to advance their own ambitious 
prospects. Thus it was with thé priests of 
Greece, of Rome, and many of the oriental 
nations. Their religion was upheld for the 
express parpose of exacting that submission, 
and that support, which they despaired of 
otherwise obtaining. And the whole machine- 
ry was as much regulated by the state govern- 
ment, as any other department of state police. 
The philosophers, indeed, discarded the silly 
and absurd tales of which their religion was 
composed; they would have laboured to en- 
lighten the minds and lead men to the practice 
of moral vittue, but the infatuated multitude, 
ever true to the hand that oppresses them, 
were the first to condemn any effort made for 
their amelioration. 

The Jewish theocracy, however useful it 
might have been in its first establishment, soon 
became no betier than that of other fiations. 
The priests usurped nearly all the power, and 
seemed to regard little else than the receiving 
of their tithes and other offerings. ‘They utter- 
ed, to be sure, the most horrid denunciations 
if the people thought for theraselves, or became 
weary of their hierarchy. Ifthe people wor- 
shipped Baal, notwithstanding they themselves 
had made the worship of the true God too. 
grievons to be borne, they usually succeeded 
in overwhelming the nation with calamity, and 
when led away captive by their enemies, told 





them it was the just resentment of the Al- 
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mighty for their apostacy. But all this was 
apparently not because they cared more for 
one religion than another, only to support that 
ene which best supported them. 
O. A. Brownson. 
(vo BE CONTINUED.) 





EOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


MR. BADGER’S REPLY TO MR. REESE. 
NO. IL. 
“ Be that is first in his own eause seemeth just; but 
his neighbour cometh and searchcth him.”—Sonromown. 


Mr. W I. Reese: 

Sir—Perhaps an apology may be necessary 
for my long silence, but 1 have only to say,— 
the business of our conferences, my engage- 
ment to preach awhile in Summer and Sea 
street Chapel in this city, my journey to this 
place, and duties here, have so much occupied 
my time and attention, it has been impossible 
for me to bestow any notice on the correspond- 
ence betwixt us. But I have now become so 
located that I shall have occasional leisure, 
which shall in part be devoted to my reasons 
against Universalism, and their defence. 

it is amy intention in this short letter, to 
notice your fourth letter, which was designed 
as ap answer to my first, and your other letters 
in due time will come under observation. 

In your introduction you have the modesty 
to say, my»statements *‘ Ane GENERALLY UN- 
taue.” This, sir, is 0 heavy charge, and if 
it is a faet, you are very unfortunate to com- 
mence a correspondence with a man who 
speaks and writes more falschoods than truths ; 
and how deplorable must his condition be in 
the sight of his Maker, when the scripture 
plainly declares, ‘all liars shall have their 
part in the lake of fire and brimstone which is 
the second death!” Can your system, sir, 
offer a person any consolation, who is in the 
situation in which you represent me? If you 
can prove I was moved by the immediate 
power of God, to write those lies, and that 
they will be for his glory, and the greatest 
possible good of his creatures, and that there 
is no future judgment, and that I am sure of 
heaven even if I dive and die in lies and 6las- 
phemy, you will confer on me a great favour. 

But the reader will inquire what are those 


antrue statements ; one is, Mr. B. has said, in ' 
| but cannot endure a close engagement. 


allusion to the Bloomfield controversy, ‘a FEW 
wees,” when the fact is, it was about rive 
montHs. What a dreadful crime! but what 
is five months but a few weeks? 


sented Mr. Garret as his neighbour, when the 
fact is, they live nearly one mile apart. 

s, though Mr. R. is an Universalist, he 
would limit neighbourhoods to very narrow 
bounds. We live in a country place; I have 


Another of | 
Mr. B.’s untrue statements, is, he has repre- | 





' 
| 


It: 


been familiar with ‘Mr. ‘G. and the most of the , 


neighbours from their first residence among | very grounds of my thinking your egreer endef. 


us; and should not think it harm to represent 
as neighbours, people who live several miles 
distance. To prevent my uniruths in future, 
will Mr. R. have the goodness to inform me 
how far a neighbourhood extends in a country 
place like ours. But what do Mr. R.'s labours 
prove en this subject * ‘They prove two things: 
first, that he is not over stocked with modesty 
or charity ; second. that he is scarce for stock, 
or oe would not work upon such poor mate 
rials. 

Again: he represents about all my states 
ments concerning my appointments originate 
ing with Ur. K. the gentleman with whom be 
boards, as false; and says, Dr. K. has authori- 
zed him to say thus and so. But Iam sorry 
he bas mentioned this subject in the light he 
has, as itis calculated to produce unpleasant 
feelings, and embroii the neighbourhood in 
contradictions. All controversy should be so 
conducted as not to inv.lve persunal character, 
nor destroy personal friendship. On this sub- 
ject I shall say nothing, only that the state- 
ments in my Jeter ARE TRUTH, to subs 
stantiate which, I refer the reader to the 
subjoined letter from ©. A. Garret whose ~ 
testimony will not be contradicted. 

The next subject ih your letter which I 
shall notice, will be ‘* your campaign to West« 
Bloomfield” The dispute betwixt you and 
Mr. Millard, was got up by Universaliste, if I 
am rightly informed, and ended in the ever- 
lasting disgrace of Universalism in that place ; 
and I am wold by good judges, that Mr. M.’s 
sermon defies contradiction ! want noother 
proof that you were confounded, than the 
hostile spirit that you and your friends have 
since manifested towards Mr. M_ In time of 
his sermon | am told that some of your friends 
left the house, and others muttered and growled 
aloud: the next day ! met some Universalists 
who were there, who appeared very angry; 
and represented Mr. M. as one of the greatest 
villains in the world, and you say that all the 
abuse you ever received would not amount to 
what you received that day from him. But 
why so angry 7? he was doing the will of God, 
if Universalism is true. {iow common it isin 
the present age, to have plain argument and 
pointed truth represented as abuse and perse- 
cution. Facts, sir, are stubborn things; 
Universalism makes a great show at a distance, 


You appear, sir, to be diesatished with my 
saying that this dispute ended your ¢areer im 
West-Bloomfield ; and you say, I could not 
have been persuaded I “spake Trutu,” when 
[ said it. You then present as a proof that 
your career did not end with this dispute, that 
you attended three lectures at the academy 
immediately after. The character of the peo- 
ple, and number who attended those lectures, 
as I was informed by goad authority, was th 
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Sir, is it not a just calculation upon the num- 
ber who attended your lectures, to say, at your 
first you had about roxTy persons; at your 
second, NINETEEN; and at your third, only 
ELEVEN? This statement I believe to bea 
fact, and this subject needs no farther com- 
ment. 

Towards the close of this letter, after giving 
yourself, Mr. Abbot, and the publick much 
trouble, you finally ask for my reasons to be 
given tothe publick. We are glad to see you, 
though at the eleventh hour, doing your first 
work. But how much trouble you would have 
saved yourself and others, to have done this 
in the first place. Every opponent should have 


the privilege of stating his own opinions in | 
Mr. Abbot does not pre- | 


his own language. 
tend to remember my words, and your other 
informants differ from him, and from each 
other; and still you venture to publish my 
reasons. 
doing business ? and you know, sir, that one 
word’s alteration may destroy the face and 
beauty of a whole sentence, and give an oppo- 
tient a great advantage. ‘Though my reasons 
have been abused, counterfeited. and degra- 
ded into other men’s language; yet I shall 
now, agreeable to your request, pubiush them 
in their own native simplicity, together with 
the arguments adduced in my discourse for 
their support ; this will be attended to, as soon 
as health and leisure wil] admit. 
Respectfully yours, 
J. BADGER. 

Boston, Mass. Nov. 7, 1827. 

POR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
Mr. Garret's Letter to the Editor. 
Mr. Eprror : 

Sir—l have not become much acquainted 
with the controversy between Messrs Reese 
and Badger; but I have just read Mr. R.’s 4tn 
letter to Mr. B. in which are points alluding 
to circumstances with which | am acquainted ; 
and think it a debt of justice due the publick, 
Mr. Badger and myself, to make this state- 
ment of facts through the medium of your 
se ae 

r. Reese states in his letter, that he was 
authorized by the gentleman with whom he 
boards, to say that he never challenged Mr. 
Badger to meet Mr. Reese in publick debate— 
that he never pledged himself to attend Mr. 
B.’s appointment. If Dr. K. has authorized 
him to say as above, I conclude he has forgot- 
ten his conversation in two interviews at Capt. 
Samuel Sterling’s in Lima, when Mr. B. my- 
self and others were present ; the first of which 
Was in the Summer of 1826, and the second 
was in the Spring of 1827, at which place I 
understood Dr. K. to invite and urce Mr. 
B. to give an appointment to preach against 
Universalism ; and.said Mr. B dare not give 


an appeiniment, and that Mr. B. was in heart | 


Is not this a careless manner of | 


| 
en of “a quiet and peaceable spirit”—ot a spirit of 
{ 
| 
| 


a Universalist, and kept behind the cartain 
for the sake of popularity. I also understood 
Mr. B. to say he would make an appointment 
if Dr. K. would attend and bring their best 
man as an opponent, to which Mr K. replied 
he would, and said “I shall bring no man 
but. my little Dutchman,” (alluding to Mr. 
Reese, ) whom he considered competent to the 
task. 

1 am the person who called on Mr. Reese, 
and requested him to attend Mr. Badger’s 
appointment, and was disappvinted at his re- 
ply, which was as published in Mr. B.’s letter. 

! possess no hostility to br. K. or Mr. Reese, 
but as this subject is before the publick, I 
wish it to appear in its TRUE LIGHT. 

Respectfully yours, 
O. A. GARRET. 

West Mendon, Sept. 14, 1827. 











ADVOCATE AND INVESTIGATOR. 


‘4 EARNESTLY CONTEND FOR THE FAITH.” 


“UTICA MAGAZINE.” 
The editor of the paper the title of which stands at 
the head of this article, has given his readers a speci- 





‘peace on earth, goed will towards men,” peculiar, 

we hope, to himself. We had thought before we saw 
| the specimen before us, that an advocate of the gospel 

was bound to advocate the (ruth, in an open and fearless 
} manner ; but if what we find in the Utica Magazine 

is according to the spirit of the gospel, we say in the 
j language of “ the Church”—from such a spirit, * good 
| Lord deliver us.” We might give our readers a epe- 
cimen of the “ blessings of a quiet and peaceable epi- 
rit” according to the definition of the Utica Magazine, 
alias the Convention paper; but lest our friends 


should become too “ conciliating”™~—too “ charituble” 
—too “ fraternal,” by taking it for a pattern, we will 
forbear transferring any of its language into our co- 
Jumns, only such parts and portions of a certain article 
which is now under cur eye, as relate to ourself. 
Now, we stated, in our paper, that the “ Universal- 
ist Convention of the State of New-York”—as it is 
called, *‘ dictated ia matters of conscience to those 
who ucknowledged its authority.” This statement 
gave offence to the friends of the Convention, and they 
denied the fact. Fortunately for us, (though we hap- 
pened not to be beholden to the editor of the Maga- 
zine for it,) we procured a copy of the resolution of 
the Convention, which substantiated the tact we had 
before stated, and which the Magazine, er its editor, 
had denied! This circumstance, it seems, rather had 
a tendency to disturb the * quiet and peaceable spirit” 
of the Convention, and while we were accused of ig- 
norance of the subject, and misrepresentation of the 
facts, the friends of the Convention who knew 60 
much about the affair, were actually contradicting 
themselves* But that the resolution itself did amount 








* We allude to the fact, that the Olive Branch, at 
New-York, in vindicating the Convention, stated, that 
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toa dictation i. matters of conscience is too evident 
to be denied even by the Magazine itself! Instead of 
denying that part of our statemcnt, the editor of the 
Convention-paper undertakes to justify the proceed- | 
ing! After having pointedly accused us of misrepre- : 
sentation in this very case—in saying the Convention | 
had already dictated in matters of couscience, he gives 
up the groand in part and holds the following lan- 


guage :-— 

* Asthere has been so much said on the subject of 
dictating in matlers of conscience, and as we have 
shown that the admoniiory letter dods not attempt any 
dictation of this kind, we wili tow state a case in 
which [we believe the editor of (he Gospei Advocate 
will acknowledge] it would be pertectly right fora 
convention or any religious body, to dictate” in matters 
of faith or conscience, if any conscience existed, or 
withuraw fellowship. Suppose, for instance, a preach- 
er in fellowship with Gne of our assucial/ous, should 
become a decided disbeliever in reveiation, a Deist or 
an Athiest, and still preach, claiming our fellowship 
and support: should we not have the right, pay, 
would it not be our duty, to dictate to him avd ad- 
monish him to return to the preaching of the gospei or 
quit preaching in our name, or subject himself to cu: 
disapprobation?. This isa plain case, and we wis): 
Br. E. to answer this question.” 

‘As the case above stated requiresan answer from us, 
we give it in few words. Ans. 1. Tie order of Univer 
salists throughout the U. Stutes, (always excepting 
the Convention,) have never. to our knowledge, 
claimed the right of dictating in matters of faith or 
conscience—but always have claimed and exercised 
the right to wtthdraw the hand of fellowship from a 
disorderly brother; and this Convention, we believe, 
presents the first instance of the kind where matters 
of conscience have been meddied with in any other 
way. 2. Nothing can justfy an interference in any 
other way, (then by withdrawing fellowship, and 
taking the proper gospel steps previvusly to convince 
the subject of his errour,) with matters of opimion; 
and it is a maxim with all Universalisis, with whom 
we are acquainted, that our faith or unbelief, is en- 
tirely beyond our own coniroi—consequeniiy the 
latter is to be deplored as a misfortune, bu: not cen- 
sured as « crime. 

To proceed: After giving up the main ground oi 
controversy, namely, that the Convention has dictated 
in matters of conscience, the editor of the slagazine 
unblushing!y affirms that this dictation did No? reiate 
to matters of conscience on the subject of the ordinan- 
ces of the Lord’s Supper and Baptism. Now. to us, 
it was a matter of little consequence whether these 
ordinances were, or were not, the primary cause of 
the difficulty between Brs. Underwood and Brownson ; 
our object was to show that the Convention had dic- 








if the committee who addressed the letter oi admoni- 
tion to the brother whose certificate follows, had dic- 
tated in matters of conscience, it only proved that they 
exceeded their jurisdiction, whereas the committee only 
transmitted the resolution of the Convention itself with 
a letter which they were directed to write. The editor 
of the Magazine, all this time, held the resolution and 





letter in bis own hands and knew the facts ; and in the 
mean time contended for quite another thing. This | 
proves how necessary @ Convention is! { 


tated in matters *of conscience; nor should we have 
alluded to the fact, hud it not been that Br. U. himself 
stated to the editor of this paper, that he was, or had 
been, injured in his feelings, by Br. Brownson's oppo- 


| sition to the formation of churches in such a manner, 
that the benefits of the ordinances could be enjoyed by 


good und faithiul bretbren and siste:s—and them only. 
And if duty to ourself and the publick did not de- 
mand a refutation of the denial of the fact on the part 
of the Magazine, we should let the matter rest where 
it is, and be contented with the victory alre ady gained. 
But Br. Skinner has “ fearlessly” affirmed “ that the 


| letter pip NoT relate to those ordinances.” We would 


have the reader understand, that we new, as heretofore, 
intend to be understood, when referring to “ the leét- 
ter,” as meaning the letter aud resolution of the Con- 
vention together, as (although the editor of the Maga- 
zine has attempted to separate the one from the other) 
the letter had particular reference to the resolution, 
and both were contained on one sheet, written by one 
hand, referred, either directly or indirectly, to one 
subject, and are to all intents and purposes identified, 
There is, then, “an untruth” between us' We will 
see upon whose ‘head it falls.” After receiving the 
Magazine containing the artiele under consideration, 
being desirous to know the truth, we addressed a line 
to Br. O. A. Brownson, to whom the letter and reso- 
lution of the Convention through its committee was 
addressed, of which the following is a copy ;— 
Auburn, Nov. 16, 1827. 

To O. A. BRownson :-— 

Dear Brother :—The Utica Magazine of the 10th, 
has made some statements which I am desirous to cor- 
rect, and in doing which I need your assistance. ‘The 
article virtually concedes the main point in ccnirove rsy, 
viz. that the Convention has “ dictated in matters of 
conscience’—and the writer makes a lame attempt to 
justify measures oi that kind im ceriain cases! The 
points on which I want a statement of facts from you 
are the fo!lowing— 

1. Whether the controversy between you and Br. 
Underwood grew out of your differences of opinion on 
the subject of Churches, Church government, the 
ordinances of the Lord’s Supper, Baptism, &c. and 
whether the vote of the Convention did not have re- 
ference to those matters. 

2. Whether youever “staied in the presence of 
several, that the reason why” you “had adopted the 
course” you “had, in preaching against Churches and 
discipline, was, that another preacher of our order, 
who resided in the town where” you “ preached, was 
unpopular among the people there, and” you “ must 
pursue a course different trom, or in opposition to him, 
in order to satisfy or please the people, [or words to 
that amount,]” and whether you regarded the resolu- 
tion, as implying a censure of your moral conduct or 
of your opinions. Yours,&c. L. 8. Evengrr. 

‘To the above, which was dictated by a desire to 
know the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth ; and with a full purpose of heart to obtain facts 
by which to correct any misrepresentations whether 
made by us or others, we received the following an- 
ewer: 

Irnaca, Nov. 19, 1827. 
Br. Evereit, 

I hasten to improve the first opportunity I have to 
answer your favour of the i6th instant. 

To your first question, I answer; The controversy 
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between Br. Underwood and myself, which led to the | 


fetter and resolutions, addressed to me by the “ Univer- 
valist Convention of the state of New-York,” at their 


session. last May, originated solely in a difference of 


opinion between him and myself, on the subject of 
church organization, and church discipline. He op- 
posed my views, }. Because he considered their adop- 
tion would eventually * bring Baptism and the Lord's 
Sapper” into disrepute, if indeed, they did not render 
the administration of them wholly impracticable. 2. 
Because they were contrary to the rule, adupted by 
the Convention, and also of the CoxvEnTIONAL 
Association, of whichI wasua member. 3. Because 
they were unscripturai; and 4. Because the preach- 
ing of them is prematare. ‘They may be correct but 
the state of the pablick mind will nct bear them. 

Br. Underwoo.l stated in the Convention the senti- 
menis embraced by me, which he deemed heretical. 
My deience was characterized by much plainness of 
speech, and nota little severity. I was reminded my 
languaye was improper, upon which [| retracted, and 
asked the bocn of a brother—forgiveness. .The Con- 
vention, however, were of the opinion I was not sutfi- 
cieutly humble, so they addressed the letter admonish- 
ing me of what I had already acknowledged to be iin- 
proper. The letter had nothing to do with opinions, 
but with the supposed impropriety of certuiu expres- 
sions made in my reply to Br. Underwood. 

The reselution which was in the letier had reference 
to my Opinions, as any one cau see who can read, ior 
they call upon me to “correct such pernicious views.” 
The charge you huve made aguinst the Convention, 
viz. “ that it has dictatedin matiers of conscience,” is 
correct, so tar as | am eupable of determining, whether 
I have a conscience or vot. The views which were 
censured Where my honest opinions. 

2. To your second query, Lcan only express my sur- 
prise that Br. Skinner should have written the para- 
graph to which it alludes. The words, or something 
similar were spoken, but it was.an argumentum ad 
hominem. I was to'd my views would render me un- 
popular. To which | replied, the opposite views had 
* been preached in the place, where I resided, for a long 
tame, and the preacher had destroyed his influence, 
and instead of rendering me unpopular, the preaching 
such views would have a contrary effect. On being 
asked if that was the reason of my advancing such 
sentiments, [ repelled the insinvation with warmth. 
‘The charge of shaping sentiments to the prejudices of 
the people cannot be susiained against me, and those 
who know me have frequently told me that if I would 
bend a little to tiem, it would be better for me and 
perhaps for my doctrine. Whatever impression the 
Convention recvived, it had no reason to apprehend 
that I was afraid to declare my honest sentiments, nor 
that I wus pursuing the course [ was, merely from po- 
liey. Br. Skimmer should be ashamed of making such 
an intinuation, for he knows me too well. The note 
added to the resolution (bottom of page 190) * mean- 
ing gospel regulations or discipline” is wawourthy the 
writer and unjust to me. he exposition is arbitrary, 
unwarranted by any thing I have ever said or written 
on ‘the subject. It also takes for granted the subject 
in dispute, I contended my views were congenial with 
the gospel, and the Convention said they were not, 
and forbid the promulgation of them, on pain of ex- 
communication, for such would have been the conse- 
quence of the resolution. 

{n the controversy, the letter should never have 
been mentioned. The resolution was all that ever 
bad any bearing on the question; but those who are 
willing to trammie! the conscience of a brother, will 
not'hesitate to’ wound his feelings or destroy his char- 
acter, if the immaculate purity of their body require 
the’sucrifice. 

The opponents of the Convention introduced the 
Mitter,'but they had réference to the resolution. The 














friends of the Convention observedcthe mistake, and 
rejoiced, because the letter had reference to conduet, 
whereas the reselution bad reference to matters of 
opinion. The letter is posted in that the people may 
be led to think there was some immorality in the case, 
and by thus casting a mist before the eyes of the spec- 
tators they muy be able to hide themselves. The fact 
is the Convention did dictate in matters of conscience, 
But fur my own part I believe four members, or ra- 
ther three laboured under a mistake, they thought my 
views were different from what they were. Hence { 
suppose “ N” and his voucher will justify themselves 
in saying 1 was against both churches and societies, and 
opposed to all order, though N. heard me say to _him- 
self the morning before the resolution was passed, that 
*] was a friend to order and would vo-operate in any 
plan which seemed likely to produce it.” And his 
voucher kndws full weil | have always been an advo- 
cate for socielies, and aiso for a Convention. 

In reference to “ CORRECTION OF A CORRECTION,” 
{ remark, the paragraph isa mean and shameless quib- 
bie, unworthy the dignity of an edilor, not to say of a 
man. l answer the statement is frue in fact, though 
not in form; and the editor of the Utica Magazine 
knows it. "hey sent in the same Admonitory Letter 
the copy of a Resolution which dictated in matters of 
conscience. 

Tins letier is at your service, make what use of it 
you please. More informution can be given if neces- 
sary. Your’s Respectfully, 

O. A. BROWNSON. 

The only way in which Mr. Skinner can evade the 
force of the facts stated in the foregoing tetter, is by 
entirely separating the /etter from the resolution, which 
will be too contemptible a quibble to deserve or require 
areply. We leave him, then, to settle the matter with 
his own conscience, and to ascertain on whose side the 
truth is found. But there are other things which de- 
mand attention. After having with apparent reluc- 
tance submitted the resolution of the Convention, hé 
affixes a NOTE to the part of it which relates to the 
organization of Churches and Church government” 
in the following words—* MpaninG gospel regulations 
or discipline.” To the arrogance of a Pope, is thus 
added a note of the apologist of the Convention! Can 
it be possible that we have to do with such pitiful 
evasions? Heaven preserve us from the “ bulls” of 
this “harmless” Convention! Reader—we may at 
some future period shew you what kind ef Gospel 
discipline this Convention has adopted ! 

We would gladly avoid what follows; but self-pre- 
servation demands the sacrifice. By turning to our 
former urticle on this subject, the reader will find the 
following statement: * to ‘our surprize and 
astonishment we learned, that while the editor of the 
Magazine was at Auburn, declaring without hesitation 
or reserve, that the Convention in its present form 
could not exist, the press at Utica was teeming with 
censure against our humble self, for condemning mea- 
sures now universally acknowledged to be bad!” In 
reply to this statement, Mr. Skinner declares—“ It is 
nol true that we stated, as he says we did, whenet 
Auburn, that the Couvention, in its present form, 
could not exist.” Here, then, is another contradiction. 
We would always distrust our own memory, rather 
than accuse a brother of falsehood; but as the editor 
of the Magazine seems determined tosacrifice us op 
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ihe altar of his “quiet spirit,” we shall give the certi- 
fieate of a worthy brother in the ministry, whose vera- 
city will not be called in question, to parry the thrust 
made at us, adding at the same time, that testimony 
under oath, if necessary, can be procured to verify the 
statement to the effect above mentioned. We are 
willing to consider it a mistake on the part of Mr. 
Skinner, but are unwilling to submit to his palpable 
contradictions. 
CERTIFICATE. 
I hereby certify and affirm, that in conversation with 


the said D. Skinner, stated, that, in his opinion, the 





regards us as a brother and a Christian.” His forgive- 
ness is tendered us, but we shall not avail ourselves of 
it, until we are made sensible of having erred in our 
statements. Nor can we promise him the favour he 
proffers us, until some indications of reform are made 
apparent to our weak capacity. 

. 


RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 
The Editor of the above paper, in ancouncing tome 


contemplated improvement in the seventh volume of 


| his paper, holds the following language -—_ 


brother Dolphus Skinner, at Auburn, on the 18th day | 
of October last, on the subject of a Convention, he, | 


“ Universalist Convention of the State of New-York,” | 


was exceptionable in its plan, and that it could not, or | 


ought not to exist in its present form, and that he 
should prefer a Convention to be composed of at least 
an equal number of lay delegates. or words to that 
effect,—and I farther certify, that the said D. Skinner 
did plainly declare, that he was opposed to the Conven- 
tion in its then present form ; and that, in his opinion, 
some of those who had been engaged in sustaining said 
Convention, had conducted improperly, or words to 
thateffect. AndI hereby farther certify that, on read- 
ing the resolutions of the Convéntion, addressed to Br. 
B———n, before the council of the Central Associa- 
tion, in June last, it was insisted by Brs. Skinner, 
Smith, and Stacy, that both the letter and resolutions 
should be read in connexion, on the ground that cither 
were but parts of the whole, and that therefore it was 
proper, on introducing it asa proof of any position, 
that both should be taken together; that accordingly 
both were read and considered as a proceeding of the 
Convention, without being denied by the friends of 
said Convention. J.S. FLAGLER. 
We have neither time nor inclination to add many 
remarks on the course pursued by the editor of the 
Magazine, at present; nor is it necessary to say much 
in vindication of the course we have pursued. It was 
never intended to have the controversy personal, We 
deprecate any such thing. Nor should any thing like 
severity have appeared in our columns, had not a per- 
version of the plain facts of the case been attempted by 
the friends of the Convention. True, our feelings have 
been injured by the course pursued by some of our 
brethren, and very likely we have used severity in our 
languege towards the measyres they have pursued.— 
We have long been satisfied that the perseverence of 
the friends of the Convention, would, if continued, 
result in a separation or disunion of the order—we 
have beheld with astonishment and alarm the rapid 
strides of a portion of our brethren towards that state of 
things which we almost intuitively abhor ;—and, be- 
lieving a firm opposition to any measures calculated to 
give an undue and artificial elevation to the preachers 
of our doctrine, a task called for by justice, truth, and 
propriety, though in itself a painful and thankless work, 
we have bared our breast to the shafts of opposition, 
and are prepared to endure the censure and reproach 
to be expected as the consequence. There are some 
things, in the article above noticed, which may, and 
may not, hereafter receive attention; as'they are cal- 
culated to excite those emotions which we desire to 
allay. After heaping upon us much severe censure 
and abuse, under the garb ofa “quiet and peaceable 
spirit.” the editor informs his readers, that he “still 








“ Asthe editor has determined to exert whatever 
talent or knowledge he may possess for the improve- 
ment of this publication—as he is anxious to give it a 
handsome dress, and will of necessity incur additional 
expenses—and as the werk will evidently be the least 
expensive of the sort in the Union, by about half—the 
punctuality of subscribers will be absolutely necessary 
to its success,” ? 

Now, we have not the least disposition to find fault 
with the terms of the Inquirer, and certainly wish it 
success ; yet we feel it our privilege to correct a mis- 
take into which brother Canfield has fallen. He 
misjudges when he declares that -his work will be the 
* least expensive of the sort in the Union, by abest 
half”. The Religious Inquirer is to be published 
weckly, on a Medium sheet, octavo, making a volume 
of 416 pages in all, and to be afforded at $1 50 cents 
in advance. The Gospel Advocate is published weekly 
on a Super-Royal sheet, and afforded at tie same price! 
Will our brother editor correct his mistake ?—-Ep. 

The * Anti-Universalist” calls on us to point’ out 
“even ONE” falsehood in itscolumns!!! We refer 
its editor to their slanderous accusations against a 
respectable preacher of our order at Providence as 
replied to by the Cadet. If that is not enough, let 
them look over their files and write upon the whole 
“qcpxrv.” Let the publick pass sentence ;—we have 
other matters to attend to, besides the Anti-Universal- 
ist. When we have nothing else to do we may notice 
their falsehoods,—Eb. 


ba | 
“OUR FATHER.” 

There are few serious and thoughtful people 
who have not felt the importance of the request 
made by the disciples to our Saviour——** Lord 
teach us to pray.” The distance between man 
and his Creator is so immense and there is 
something so awful in approaching voluntarily 
into his presence, that nothing but.the most ex- 
alted views, or the most sinless purity, can seem 
to embolden the natural man to hold regular 
communion with Him, who inhabiteth eternity. 
Opinions of this fearful kind however, would 
have a. tendency to destroy, or to corrupt all 
the principles of religion in the human mind. 
They would tend either to excuse us, im our 
opinion, from the service of God, and thus 
gradually lead us to live altogether without. 
** Him in the world ;”’ or they would dispose 
us to. approach him with the indistinct terror of 
slaves to mingle the gloom of superstition with 


, Our religous service, and to worship him, * not 
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in spirit and in truth,” but with the dark and 
ceremonial rites of a constrained homage. 

The model which is here given us of Chris- 
tian prayer is very different.—it banishes at 
once from our imaginations, ali the fears so 
natural to mortality. —Itis. “our Father’ to 
whom it teaches us to speak ;— it is that name, 
so dear and venerable, which it brings forward, 
with all its associates to our minds,—the name 
which all men have known and in which, all 
have been taught t. trust,—and which cannot 
be pronounced without awakening in every 
heart the feelings of confidence, and hope, and 
love.-- The first law of our faith is--That we 
should love the Lord our God with all our soul 
—=The second—that we should love our neigh 
bour as ourselves—how beautiful both these 
ptecepts are illustrated in the form of the 
words we are considering, and bow powerfuily 
they blend in the same moment, benevolence 
to man with devotion to God. 


ELECTIGN AND REPROBATION. 


« The happiness of the elect in heaven will 
in part consist in witnessing the torments of 
the damned in hell, and among these it may be 
their own children, parents, husbands, wives, 
aud friends on earth. One part of the busi- 
ness of the blessed is to celebrate the doctrine 
of reprobation. While the decree of reproba- 
tion is eternally executing on the vessels 
of wrath, the smoke of their torment will be 
eternally ascending in the view of the vessels 
of mercy, who, instead of taking the part of 
those miserable objects, will say amen, halle- 
lujah, praise the Lord. It concerns therefore 
all the expectants of heaven to anticipate this 
trying scene, and ask their hearts whether they 
are not on the Lord’s side, and can praise him 
for reprobating as well as electing love.” — 
Emmon’s Sermons, xvi. 








“When they (i. ¢. saints) sball see how 
great the misery is from which God hath saved 
them, and how great a difference he hath 
made between their state and the state of others 
wha were by nature, and perhaps by practice, 
no more sinful and ill deserving than they it will 
give them more a sense of the wonderfulness 
of God’s grace tothem. Every time they look 
upon the damned, it will excite in them a lively 
and admiring sense of the grace of God in ma- 
king them so to differ. The sight of hell tor- 
ments will exalt the happiness of the saints for- 
ever.”’—TIbid, ser xi. 

“ The saints in glory will be far more sen- 
sible how dreadful the wrath of God is, and 
will better understand how terrible the suffer - 
ings of the damned are, yet this will be no 
occasion of grief to them, but rejoicing.— 
They will not be sorry for the damned ; it will 
cause no uneasiness or dissatisfaction to them, 
but, on the contrary, when they sce this sight 


Se See 


it will occasion rejoicing and excite them to 





| joyful praises.” — Edeourd’s Practical Sermons, 


Xi. 
rae 
DIED.—At Aurelius, on the 19th inst. Haraser, 
eldest daughter of Stephen Lombard, jr, Esq. aged 11 
years. 
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FRIENDSHIP. 
And is it so? has friendship fied ? 
Or has it ever dwelt below, 
In bands of truth and virtue wed, 
Its soothing influence to bestow ? 


Have love and candor taken flight 

With every truth to deck the skies? 
Have faith and virtue fled the light, 

To roam in garbs of treach’rous guise 


Or have they ever lived on earth, 
Man’s dreary pilgrimage to gild ? 

Or only had in fancy birth, 
And empty dreams of fiction filled: 


Sometimes methought I'd found the grot, 
The hallow’d shade of friendship’s home. 
I offered incense on the spot, 
And vow’d from thence [’d never ream. 


But scarcely had I trimmed the lamp 
That faintly glimmer’d in the cell, 

To view with caution friendship’s stamp, 
When off the mask untrembling fell ! 


Exposed to view, a traitor stood ! 
Deceit, with brazen front portray’d, 
Walked forth in dwtntless attitude, 
Nor mourned the characters betrayed. 


Sometimes the form of truth and love, 
Sincerity and candor shown ; 

But when | came the test to prove, 
The substance from my touch had flown, 


O, Friendship! Love and truth sincere £ 
Your sacred presence | entreat ; 

Revisit this departed sphere, 
And make it long your blest retreat. 


A dreary waste—a wild’red spot— 
Itis, without your hallow’d forms ; 

No gieams of comfort round us shoot, 
Confiding bliss no bosom warms. 


Then, lovely recreants ! hither guide 
My seeking steps to your abode ; 

When found, I'd rest me by your side, 
But doubting, wait for rest with God. 
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